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Principal’s Message 

Visit the Petronila 
Elementary & 

BCISD Websites at 
www.bishopcisd. 

esc2.net 
(click on Petronila 

Elem. link or the URL 
is: 

www.bishopcisd.esc2. 
net/petronila/
default.htm) 

I  want to thank all of our Veterans that 
were able to participate in our 
Veteran’s Day Assembly and 
breakfast.  I also want to thank all of 
our staff and students for helping out 
in decorating, taking part in the 
program, and for providing our 
Veterans with breakfast.  Thank you to 
Mrs. Salinas for decorating our 
workroom and auditorium and thank 
you  to Mrs. Reyes for putting our 
Veteran’s Day power point together.  
The Veterans really appreciated 
everything our campus did to make 
this day a special one.  
 
Thanksgiving is right around the 
corner.  I hope that everyone has a safe 
and restful Thanksgiving Holiday.   
��������	��	
� ��

I am so pleased with the progress this 
first grade class is making.  All my 
students are growing up and I have seen 
them become more and more 
responsible.  Please make sure that you 
read every night and really study your 
reading words each week.  In Math we 
are still adding, subtracting and have 
just started graphing and organizing 
data.  In Social Studies we have been 
studying about Veteran’s Day and 
working on related activities.  Science 
has us learning about different types of 
animals and their characteristics.  Our 
days are busy, but they sure go by fast. 
 
Keep up the good work boys and girls. 
��������	
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First Grade News 
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Petronila Pride Newsletter 

Dear Parents, 
  First of all, I would like to thank all the veterans that honored us with their presence on Veterans’ Day.  I 
would also like to personally thank Mr. Howe for attending one last time.  He has graced our campus for as long as 
I have been here as Samantha Fowler’s guest and this will be his last year to attend since Samantha will be in 
junior high next year.  “God Bless You,” Mr. Howe for being a part of our family for all these years.  As for my 
students, you did an awesome job of singing.  “Thank you!”  
 This six weeks, my students are going to become proficient writers.  We have been practicing writing as a 
class and now they will learn how to write independently.  I think we have another group of awesome writers.  We 
are also beginning our TAKS practice for Writing and Reading.  Now that AR is up and running, all my fourth 
graders are required to earn 4 points per week.  Your child must be reading at least 2 books per night in order to 
make his/her points by Friday.  I DO NOT WANT ANY OF MY STUDENTS CHECKING OUT CHAPTER 
BOOKS DURING THE WEEK UNLESS THEY HAVE AT LEAST 30 POINTS. 
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 If anyone is interested in helping me make costumes for the Christmas program, please call me at 387-
2834.  I am also in need of red and white felt, shiny black vinyl, and a black suit (I will be cutting it to fit a child). 
That’s about it.  Not only does Petronila �!&(�!&(�!&(�!&( �  Petronila’s Parents �!&(��!&(��!&(��!&(� ����    )�� ��
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Fourth Grade News 

Prekinder News 
Can you believe we have already started our 3rd Six Weeks.  The holidays are right around the corner and 
my children are already getting excited and so is their teacher.  The prekindergarteners are doing 
GREAT!!!  They are on the Letter Kk but as I was doing the 2nd Six Weeks Assessment I noticed that 
many of them already know all their letter sounds and they also know their numbers 0-10.  I am amazed 
at how quickly they are learning them this year.  Parents, please make sure you have cut out all the flash 
cards I sent home and are working with your child.  I can always tell which children are worked with at 
home.  I really want all of them to start reading as early as possible but if they don’t know their letter 
sounds this is not going to happen.  I really need your help to do this. 
 
We will be sending home a letter next week about our Annual Thanksgiving Feast that we do with 
Prekinder and Kinder students.  Thank you so much for all you do for me and your child. 
 ��������	
��	� �  

Second Grade News 
Dear Parents,  
 It’s a new six weeks and as previously mentioned, there are some changes I’ve made in your child’s 
homework contract.  Our spelling list as increased from ten to fifteen words per week.  Also, every second 
grader will be required to write ten sentences with words from their spelling list.  Another change you can 
expect this six weeks is for your child to have an occasional reading passage for homework.  My goal is to 
expose them to reading a variety of passages and to become familiar with answering different types of 
questions.  There are no changes for math; we are still covering a new objective each week.  That being 
said, in the upcoming weeks we will be focusing on adding/subtracting two-digit numbers with regrouping 
and money.  Please continue to encourage your child to read each day.  Thank you.       
 
Sincerely,  
�����
����� �  
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Kinder News 
Thanksgiving is just around the corner 
and Kinder is doing an outstanding job! 
I will be contacting more parents this 
month for conferences.  If you haven’t 
heard from me and you have any 
concerns due to class work, homework 
or report cards, please call me.  Most of 
the students are doing an outstanding 
job and I’m working hard on those that 
need to catch up.  For the next six 
weeks we will be studying the 
following: In math ordinal numbers, 
patterns, counting to 100, writing 
numbers 0-20, shapes and more than 
and less than.  In Language Arts we will 
double the letters of the alphabet a 
week, initial and final sound 
recognition, blending short vowel words 
and recognition of capital and lower 
case letters Aa-Ss.  Yes, were moving 
fast so stay in contact and stay “On 
Track” with the Kinder class. 
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As we begin our 3rd six weeks, we are 
keeping busy! Now that our network is back 
up and working great (YAY!), we have been 
working hard on our AR points. Each week, 
students will be expected to earn a total of 3 
points. (That is usually attained by reading 
and testing well on 6 books.) Each week, 
students will receive a print out of their AR 
points. Parents, please look for this to come 
home every Friday! Make sure to review it 
with your student and sign it. Another 
exciting happening in 3rd grade is that we are 
starting our new Reader’s Notebooks! These 
notebooks will help us become great readers 
and also help us to see our progress 
throughout the year. Be sure to ask your 3rd 
grader about the awesome things we are 
doing with our Reader’s Notebooks! In math, 
we have focused on multiplication models 
and will move into division after the 
Thanksgiving holiday. Knowing our 
multiplication facts has really helped us move 
right along. Keep practicing at home! In 
science, we are growing pumpkin seeds from 
the pumpkin we used at Halloween! We are 
starting to see some of the plants sprout and 
shed their seed coats. As the holidays draw 
near, it will become harder to keep everyone 
focused. PLEASE, PLEASE, PLEASE 
continue to encourage your students to work 
hard in class and at home! 

����������� �  

Third Grade  News 
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Fifth Grade News 
Hello everyone, I hope all is well with you.  Well, one thing I can definitely say is that my 5th graders 
outdid themselves with their Kachina dolls.  WAY TO GO 5TH GRADERS, YOU TOTALLY ROCK!  If 
you haven’t had a chance to see them, please come by & check them out.  A big thank you to all of our 
veterans who took time out of their busy schedule to be here with us at our assembly.  We enjoyed 
having you here.  YEAH, YAHOO, we’re finally on-line & our students are able to test on their AR 
books.  Now I’m really expecting all of my 5th graders to achieve their goal for the week, no 
excuses.  Not only do they need to reach their goal, but they need to be careful when testing on their 
books.  Some of my students are not really paying attention to what they are reading & when it comes to 
testing, they don’t pass them.  Parents, please encourage your child to read every night for at least 20 
minutes.  When they read for long periods of time, this will help them with their stamina when we do 
Reading benchmark testing & our TAKS test.  Oh and speaking of testing, we’ll be having our first 
Science benchmark test Thursday, 11-12, Math benchmark on Tuesday, 11-17, & the second Reading 
benchmark on Wed., 11-18.  As soon as we go over them, I will send them home so that you can review 
them, please sign them & return the next day.   As usual, if you have any questions or concerns, please 
don’t hesitate to call the office to set up a conference.  Until next time,  
�����$��%����� � �  

Petronila Pride Newsletter 

Music News 
All students participating in this years Christmas program are asked to wear western wear. Our play is 
called Christmas at the O.K. Corral. If you don’t have a whole outfit you could send the kids wearing a 
cowboy hat or a bandana around their neck. Something that suggests the old west.  Some of the 4th and 
5th graders will need specific costumes. If you are willing to provide their costume let me know. Your 
child will know if they are the ones that need the specific costume. Call me at 387-2834 if you have any 
questions.  
Thank You,  
������������� � �  

Parental Involvement News 
Teach Your Child to Solve Math Word Problems in Four Steps 

 
Sometimes, the reason kids can’t find the answer to a math word problem is that they 
can’t figure out the question.  Have your child follow these steps: 
1. Read the question.  Suppose the word problem says “John has nine marbles.  Joe has 

11.  If Joe gives John three marbles, how many marbles will John have?”  Write down exactly what 
question the problem asks:  “How many marbles will John have?” 

2. Look for key information.  Every word problem will include facts-John has nine marbles and Joe 
has 11.  Joe gives John three marbles.  Write these facts down. 

3. Rewrite the question as a math problem.  In this case, nine marbles plus three marbles equals how 
many marbles? 

4. Solve the problem.  Once the word problem is rewritten as a math problem, your child should be 
able to find the answer.  “John has 12 marbles.” 

 
Source: Ronald J. Dietel, Get Smart! Nine Sure Ways to Help Your Child Succeed in School, ISBN: 0-787-98334-9 (Jossey-
Bass, a Wiley Imprint, www.wiley.com). 
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PreK: 
1st-Ariana Salazar 

2nd-Damien Jimenez 
3rd-Sarah Vera 

Kinder:  
1st-Elijah Sanchez 

2nd-Nathan Betancourt 
3rd-Paris Trevino 

1st Grade: 
1st-Timothy Evans 
2nd-Davy Martinez 

3rd-Jasmin Dimbleby 

2nd Grade: 
1st-Daimien Campos 
2nd-Walter Erazo, Jr. 
3rd-Jeremiah Perkins 

3rd Grade: 
1st-Destanie Serna 

2nd-Raylynn Alvarado 
3rd-Cameron Nucete 

4th Grade: 
1st-Rachel Lee 

2nd-Brianna Nunez 
3rd-Jon Fernandez 

5th Grade: 
1st-Samantha Fowler 

2nd-Bert Cantu 
3rd-JoMichael Linares 
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Questions and Answers about Methicillin-Resistant Staphylococcus aureus (MRSA) in Schools 
CDC, along with parents and school officials, wants to do everything possible to protect students from MRSA skin 
infections. These are commonly asked questions that will help parents and school officials prevent the spread of MRSA 
in schools. 

What type of infections does MRSA cause? 
· In the community most MRSA infections are skin infections that may appear as pustules or boils which often are red, 

swollen, painful, or have pus or other drainage. These skin infections commonly occur at sites of visible skin trauma, 
such as cuts and abrasions, and areas of the body covered by hair (e.g., back of neck, groin, buttock, armpit, beard area 
of men). 

· Almost all MRSA skin infections can be effectively treated by drainage of pus with or without antibiotics. More 
serious infections, such as pneumonia, bloodstream infections, or bone infections, are very rare in healthy people who 
get MRSA skin infections. 

How is MRSA transmitted? 
MRSA is usually transmitted by direct skin-to-skin contact or contact with shared items or surfaces that have come into 

contact with someone else's infection (e.g., towels, used bandages). 
In what settings do MRSA skin infections occur? 

· MRSA skin infections can occur anywhere. 
· Some settings have factors that make it easier for MRSA to be transmitted. 
· These factors, referred to as the 5 C's, are as follows: Crowding, frequent skin-to-skin Contact, Compromised skin 

(i.e., cuts or abrasions), Contaminated items and surfaces, and lack of Cleanliness. 
How do I protect myself from getting MRSA? 

You can protect yourself by: 
· practicing good hygiene (e.g., keeping your hands clean by washing with soap and water or using an alcohol-based 

hand sanitizer and showering immediately after participating in exercise); 
· covering skin trauma such as abrasions or cuts with a clean dry bandage until healed; 
· avoiding sharing personal items (e.g., towels, razors) that come into contact with your bare skin; and using a barrier 

(e.g., clothing or a towel) between your skin and shared equipment such as weight-training benches; 
· maintaining a clean environment by establishing cleaning procedures for frequently touched surfaces and surfaces that 

come into direct contact with people's skin. 
Should schools close because of an MRSA infection? 

The decision to close a school for any communicable disease should be made by school officials in consultation with 
local and/or state public health officials. However, in most cases, it is not necessary to close schools because of an 
MRSA infection in a student. It is important to note that MRSA transmission can be prevented by simple measures 
such as hand hygiene and covering infections. 

Should the entire school community be notified of every MRSA infection? 
Remember that staphylococcus (staph) bacteria, including MRSA, have been and remain a common cause of skin 

infections. 
Should the school be notified that my child has an MRSA infection? 

Consult with your school about its policy for notification of skin infections. 
Should students with MRSA skin infections be excluded from attending school? 

· Unless directed by a physician, students with MRSA infections should not be excluded from attending school. 
· Exclusion from school and sports activities should be reserved for those with wound drainage ("pus") that cannot be 

covered and contained with a clean, dry bandage and for those who cannot maintain good personal hygiene. 
I have an MRSA skin infection. How do I prevent spreading it to others? 

· Cover your wound. Keep wounds that are draining or have pus covered with clean, dry bandages until healed. Follow 
your healthcare provider's instructions on proper care of the wound. Pus from infected wounds can contain staph, 
including MRSA, so keeping the infection covered will help prevent the spread to others. Bandages and tape can be 
discarded with the regular trash. 

· Clean your hands frequently. You, your family, and others in close contact should wash their hands frequently with 
soap and water or use an alcohol-based hand sanitizer, especially after changing the bandage or touching the infected 
wound. 

· Do not share personal items. Avoid sharing personal items, such as towels, washcloths, razors, clothing, or uniforms, 
that may have had contact with the infected wound or bandage. Wash sheets, towels, and clothes that become soiled 
with water and laundry detergent. Use a dryer to dry clothes completely. 
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